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1.2 Crack 33lA four-year project to integrate the Chicago Police Department’s smartphone app for

officers with its divisional database and to create a crime-mapping tool is up and running. The
project, which cost about $1.2 million, will start getting officers on patrol to use the app, a leader in

the smart-phone technology market, said Kelvin Kimble, chief of the department’s information
services. The app, CrimeMapping, is similar to those used by the Los Angeles Police Department,

New York Police Department and Miami Police Department. It has a “map view,” allowing a user to
scroll through streets and zoom in on areas; a “view” option that shows a map with the location of

crimes logged by a user; and an “events” feature that lets users set up alerts for crimes in their
area. Users will be able to log new crime reports, update reports to the system and add photos,

video and audio of an incident. A video shows a highly illustrated mock-up of the interactive map
screen as it will appear when officers submit a report from their patrol car. Kimble said the mapping
tool, scheduled to be fully implemented later this year, will be available for all 55 patrol officers and

field supervisors to use. When officers get a page on their smartphones, they can submit crime
reports directly from their vehicle, Kimble said. The system will identify officers automatically, he

said. Officers will also be able to share information about arrests or past crimes with people that may
have committed similar offenses, he said. The police department also is planning to build a “beat”
map that will help officers more quickly and easily identify a specific location. City officials have
launched a “You Are Here” program that provides real-time maps at various locations, including

libraries, the downtown parking garage and the waterfront. The program uses a positioning system
that gives officers more accurate information on where they are, said John Shelby, chief of the

Information Technology Division. Kimble said he would like to help out agencies in other parts of
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